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Waking up at 5:45 in the morning, off to the hospital 
from 6:45 to 4:00, then straight to soccer practice from 4:00 to 
6:00. Finally, homeand starting on homework. She looksat the 
clockanditsmidnight.Wheredidthedaygo?Thisisatypicalday 
in the shoes of Danielle Higgs, for the past two years. 

Danielle Higgs is a senior; graduating this May with a 
BachelorofSciencein Nursing. Sheis very involved at Avila Uni- 
versity, includingbeingafulltimestudentintheschoolofnursing. 
Danielle, also known as Dee, has been afour-year starterforthe 
AvilaWomen'sSoccerteam,aswellasbeingcaptainofthewomen's 
teamforthe pasttwo years. Dee isalsoan Avila Student Ambas- 
sador and a member of Avila Student Nurses Organization. 

BeinganursehasbeenadreamofDanielle'ssinceshe 
wasalittlegirl.Danielle'slittlebrotherZackHiggs,freshmenhere 
at Avila Univeristy, majoring in Radiological Science, was born 
with Hyperparathyroidism and was in the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU) at St. Louis Children's Hospital for five and half 
monthsafterhewasborn.Shewouldvisithimatleasttwotimesa 
daywhilehewasinthehospital.Daniellenoticedataveryyoung 
agethatitwasnotthedoctorsgivingZackthedirectcaretogethim 
healthy enough to go home, it was the nurses. 

Daniellequotes, "Everyday I would bring my Water 
BabywithmetoseeZackandthenurseswouldshowmewhat 
they were doing to Zackon my Water Baby. From seeing the 
personalattentiontheygaveZackandthecompassiontheyput 
intohiscaremademewanttobeanurseataveryyoungage." 



During the visits to the Hospi- 
tal, Danielleandherfamilybecamefamily 
to the nursing staff in the NICU. Danielle 
would even wear her 'Nurse in Training' 
scrubstovisitherbrother.Wheneversome- 
one would ask Danielle what she wanted 
tobewhenshegrewupshewouldalways 
state,"lwantto beanurseandworkinthe 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at St. Louis 
Children's Hospital, where my journey to 
become a nurse started." 

Growing up Danielle partici- 
pated in many things that would lead 
hertobecominganurse.Shewaspartof 
Nursing Explorers through a local hos- 
pital in St. Louis; she shadowed many 
nurses in differentareasofthehospital 
and now works as a Student Nurse at 
Barnes Jewish Hospital in St. Louis. 

Danielle chose Avila Univer- 
sity after a long journey of looking at 
collegestoattend.Shehasplayedsoccer 
since she was three years old and was 
notreadytohangupthecleatsafterhigh 
school, howevershehadtalkedtomany 
coaches and they repeatedly told her 
thatplayingsoccerandgoingtonursing 
school would be IMPOSSIBLE to do. 



Onenightduringhersenioryearof 
highschool,whileupstudying,shegotacall 
from Megan Easterday, an Avila Alumni 
whograduatedin2007withaBachelorof 
ScienceinNursing,aswellas,aformercap- 
tainoftheWomen'sSoccerTeam. Megan 
hadtalkedwithDanielleabouthowitispos- 
sibletogothroughnursingschoolandplay 
soccerincollege.Thiswasananswertoall 
ofDanielle'sprayers;shecouldfinallyplay 
soccerwhilestudyingforherdream.Dan- 
iellevisitedAvilathenextweekandsigned 
her letter of intent later in the week 
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Avila hasfaculty members that have been here for 
years as well as thefirst year professors. Just alike we have a 
very wide rangeofstudentson campus, some coming from 
different partsofthe world and somecouldseeourcampus 
fromthefrontyardtheygrewupin.Somecomeandgowithin 
a single semester but some seem to linger around. Nobody 
seemstofigureouthowlongheorshehasbeen here, what's 
takingthemtwentysomethingsemesterstograduate,oreven 
knowtheoutlinetotheirstoryinthislifeas an Avila student. 
Seniorfootballplayerand history majorBrian Witt hasbeena 
familiarfacearoundthiscampusfor6yearsnowandisknown 
by a large number of the staff and student body. 

Brian was born in Stony Brook Long Island New 
Yorkandthatiswhereheresideduntiltheageoftwelvewhen 
hemadethemovedowntothesunnyshoresofsouth Florida. 
He lived in a suburb of Palm Beach in a town called Jupiter 
where he landed hisfirst kiss during a dare in thefifth grade 
on the playground backat his old stomping grounds Jared 
Thomas Elementary with a lucky lady by the name of Coral 
"We used to call her Coral Reef" Brian says as he recalls the 
story. Brian continued on to Jupiter High School where he 
played basketballandfootballfortheWarriors.Hewasa very 
successful athlete in high school starting in both sportsand 
moreorlessdominatingeverytimehewastoldtocompete. 
After the senior season of basketball he was then forced to 
startmakingdecisionsthatwouldimpacthisfuture.Heheard 
about some little NAIA school out in Kansas City Missouri 
through a friend that went up theyear before from his high 




school. HetookarecruitingtripouttotheMidwestandfound 
thatitwasn'ttoohorribleintheshowmestate. Afterweighing 
out the options he had to decide where he would beforthe 
next four years of his life (which has turned into a few more 
than four at this point). So after deciding he liked Avila, he 
wantedtoplayfootball,andhefinallyrealizedhewastoverti- 
callychallengedtohaveashotatcollegebasketballcareerhe 
became an eagle. 

Coming in as afreshman not knowing anyone in this 
entire region he wasforced tomakefriendsfast.Thosefriends 
endeduphavingaverystrongbondwithBrianandwouldeven- 



tuallybethereasonheisstillwalkingourhallstoday.Therewas 
a surplusofrunningbacksontheteamthatfall of 2004 season 
whichisthepositionBrianplayedhisfirstfouryearsheresoafter 
hisassistancewasnotneededonthegamefieldthatyear. After 
taking hisredshirtthatyearBrianwenthomeclaiming"money 
wastight, and my parentswere struggling becausetheydidn't 
giveoutgoodscholarshipsthatyear"sowhilehavingfinancial 
problemsbothatschoolandhomehewentbackhometoFlorida 
andworkedduringhissecondyeartogivehisparentssomeas- 
sistance.Thatdidn'tlastverylongbecausehecouldn'tbewithout 
football and his"boys"anylongerthanthatoneyearso he was 
rightbackatAvilaplayingfootballonceagainthenextyear.Bat- 
tlingwithnumerousconcussionsandrunningoutofeligibility 
he missed out on his season during hisforth year here but was 
abletogetbackonthefieldandplayouthisfinalyearoffootball 
and itwaswell worth itforhimashestated "Beating Doanelast 
yearwasmymostmemorablemomentsincelhavebeenatAvila 
becausewehaveneverbeenverygoodandwegotagoodwinina 
bowl game." 

Come May 15 th Brian Witt will be done with Avila 
forgood.Heplansonmovingonto coach high school foot- 
ball and mold theyoung men heencounters in togreatfoot- 
ballplayersaswellasoutstandingmembersofsociety.Heis 
unsure where he will reside but he plans to go anywhere he 
can begin his career so when the opportunity arises he will 
betherereadytogo. Brian iswidelylikedaroundcampusand 
in the KansasCityarea; his presence will begreatly missed in 
our hallways as well as in our athletic program. 
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Kevin PorterisoneofthenewestmembersoftheEaglefamily. 
Hehasanextensivebackgroundincoaching,playing,andev- 
erythingthatinvolvesthesportoffootball,whichmakeshim 
an awesome asset to the program here at Avila. 

OriginallyfromWarnerRobins,Ga.,Porterattended Auburn 
Universityonafullfootballscholarship,asastarterondefense 
all fouryears and was named second team All American. He 
was drafted in 1988 in the third round of the NFL draft and 
played for sixyears with the Kansas City Chiefs and the New 
York Jets as a cornerbackand safety. He also coached in the 
ArenaFootballleagueasanassistantaswellastheheadcoach 
of our own Kansas City Brigade. 

PortermostrecentlywasonthecoachingstaffatMid-Ameri- 
caNazarenewhichisknowntobeafootballpowerhouseinthe 
NAIAdivision.However,thereismuchmoreto Coach Porter 
thanjustastrongfootball background. When Isatdown with 
himlfoundthatheisveryculturallydiverseandevenahuge 
movie buff. "My wife and I try to go see a movie every week- 
end, "saysPorter.SomeofhisfavoritesareSchindler'sListand 
AIIThePresident'sMen.Coachalsofilledmeinonalittlemore 
personalinfo.Youmaynotexpectsomeofthesethingsfroma 
manwithhishardexteriorthatyouseewhenhe'sworkinghard 
coaching the team. 

JM: How long have you been married? 

KP: 18 years 

JM: What is the reasoning behind you coming 
to Avila? 

KP: I like to be apart of start up projects and I 
see potential in the program. 

JM: What are your hopes for this year besides 
trying to have a winning season? 

KP: To get Avila on the level of competing in 
our conference and nationally. If they can get 
past that hump then the winning will take care 
of itself. 
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JM: You have played on many different teams 
throughoutyourcareer.Tell me which one was 
your favorite... 

KP: I really liked playing Kansas City. I was 
drafted to theChiefsand played forsomegreat 
coaches and with some great players. 

JM:Whohashadthegreatestinfluenceinyour 



KP: I would have liked to live in the 1960's. It 
was a time of change and I would have like to 
be there forthecivil rightsand women's rights 
movements. 

JM:Youhavelivedand worked in somanyplac- 
es, so which was your favorite? 

KP: I lived in London for about 6 months and I 
really loved that! 

JM:Whatoneword would you use todescribe 
yourself? 

KP: Elevated. 

JM: What one word would your friends use to 
describe you? 

KP: Determined 

JM: What are you most proud of? 

KP:Thatl have been marriedtothesamewom- 
an for 18 years and that we have two beautiful 
children. 

JM:What'stheonethingaboutyoufewpeople 

know? 

KP: That my wife and I love to go to the movies, 
we try to go every weekend! 

JM: What do you like most about your job? 

KP: I like the opportunity to have an impact. 

JM: What do like most about Avila in general? 
What needs a little work? 




life thus far? 

KP: My high school coach. He not only taught 
mea lotaboutfootball and prepared meto play 
onthecollegelevelbut,alsopreparedmeforlife 
in a lot of ways. 

JM:Asachild,didyoualwaysknowyou wanted 
to be involved in sports on the pro level? 

KP: I have always gotten a lot of attention in 
football while in high school and then into col- 
legetoo.lwasabusinessmajorincollegethough 
and if I weren'ta playerand nowacoach I would 
be in politics. 

JM: If you could live in any other time, when 
might that be? 



KP: I lovethe people here, from topto bottom. 
It's just a great place and the people are great. I 
would like to work on our fan base at not only 
Avilafootball games but,forall sports. We need 
to have that "crazed fan mentality". 

Thespringfootballgamewason April 17thandtheteam was 
looking great especially thedefense.The players have been 
working hard inoffseasonallsemesterandnextyearlooksto 
bepromising.ThingsarechangingfortheAvilaEaglesfootball 
team.Therearenewofficesthathavealreadybeenbuiltinthe 
gymandthereiseventalkofanewathleticfield.lsawthehuge 
drawingplanoftheturfareaandaskedCoachPorterwhenthey 
were planning to put in the newfields. He responded "There 
are no plans yet for sure, but at least we have a drawing." 
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Who really is Mitchell Russell? When asking many 
studentsaround campus, who"MitchellRussell"is, almost 
more than half of them had no idea. Mitchell is a thirty- 
six year old college student from San Diego, California. 
Everyone knows him as "Red." He considers his name to 
be Red Russell and nothing different. "My name is just a 
name. Thefootball team knows my name, it's not a secret. 
It doesn't define me or who I am though, "says Red. He got 
his name"Red"from his red dog tag that he received in the 
Army. Afteraskingmanystudentswhytheythinkhisname 
is Red they thought it was because of his Red hair. Red 
says, "I was the only one with the red dog tag. The drills 
sergeant would pickon anything that madeyou different 
fromeveryoneelseand minewasmy reddogtag." Hehas 
had this name since he was seventeen years old. 

Whenhewasseventeenyearsoldhejoinedthearmy. 
He grew up with six other siblings, three brothers and three 
sisters. "My mother would be the person I admire the most 
because she had to put up with me in life, she raised seven 
children with nofatherfigure, she has been a nurseforthirty 
years, and shekeeps putting peopleinfrontofherneedsand 
wants," says Red. In hisfamily thefirst son is required to join 
the army, but he was not thefirst son. "I was the third male in 
myfamily, but myoneolderbrotheroverdosed when hewas 
fourteenyearsoldandmyotherolderbrotherworkedonthe 
farm, "says Red. By hisolder brothersnotjoining it made him 
want to take the role of the son that joins the Army. 
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Red being in the Army has changed his aspect on 
life. Red says, "I miss being in thearmy because I havedone 
it more than half of my adult life. I miss thestructure, the 
comradeship, and justthe routine. I liked thefeeling of me 
doing something worthwhileand that meanssomething. I 
wouldgobackinaheartbeat,butlcan'tbecausel have been 
given a medical discharge to leave." So since Red cannot 
go back to the Army he wanted to go to a University that 
had a great nursing program. He searched many schools, 
but Avila was the best fit for him. Red would like to get 
his nursing degree in emergency medicine. He would like 
toget involved overseasto help peopleandsoldiersin war 
with battle injuries, wounds, and othertraumas. "Me not 
accomplishing thingsin lifethat I wanttoaccomplish would 
be my biggest fear," says Red. 

Along with him going to Avila to get his nursing 
degree he is part of the football program. All through 
elementary, middle, and high school hehasbeen involved in 
sports. Sportsareimportanttohimandhedoesnotwantto 




losethatinhislife. Red say, "Being a part ofthefootball team 
allows me to stay around the sports." Red is the equipment 
managerforthefootballteam. Coach Porters says, "Heisthe 
hardest workerandhelpstheteamout with all ofthefootball 
equipment." Along with him beingapartofthefootballteam, 
he tries to come to every sport event that is held at Avila. 

ManypeoplearoundthisschoolseeRedalot. He 
tries to get involved with events that Avila has and he tries 
totreateveryonewith respect bysaying hello. Many people 
seehimwithhisheadphonesonlisteningtohismusicblaring 
or smoking a cigarette. "Music is the only thing in lifethat 
makes sense to me. That is why I am always listening to 
my music, "says Red. He notices many thingsatthat school 
than others do. Since he is older that most of the student 
body, he notices how he use to act. When he was younger 
hemadethesamechoicesthatmostcollegestudentmake 
andthoughttheadultsdidnotknowwhattheyweretalking 
about. "A life lesson that I have learned through everything 
that I have been through would be that the adults really 
aren'tthatdumb. Theyactually havehad lifeexperiences 
and sitting backwatching Avila students makes me realize 
this," says Red. One thing that he says that Avila students 
should knowwouldbe"thatistimetobeadultsand decide 
whatyou wantin life." Heregretsthatit hastaken himthis 
long in life to figure out what he really wanted in life. 

SonexttimeyouseeRedsayhelloandtalktohim. 
He is a lot different than people expect him to be. He has 
gone through life with a lot of different experiences that 
most of us have not or will not go through. He has a great 
story and excellent stories to tell. "My motto I live by is it's 
not how hard you can hit, it's how hard you can be hit and 
keep moving forward," says Red. 
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BransenlrelandmightbeatypicalsophomoreatAvila 
University, buthehassometricksuphissleeve.Untilthissemes- 
terhewasback-upquarterbackandwidereceiverforthefootball 
team. Bransen says, "Leavingthefootballteam wasaharddeci- 
sion, but I know that I made the right choice." He enjoys being 
withhisfamilyandfriends."Myparents, brother, andJacobZinn 
aremybiggestsupportersbecausetheyarethereforeverything 
andinvestalotofenergy,time,andmoney."Hehasapositiveat- 
titudeaboutlifeandstaystohimselfmostofthistime,buthelikes 
to have a good time. 

OnSaturdaynight,March6 th ,hespenthisnightplaying 
atWildBillsIocatedattheLegends.Hesangandplayedhisguitar 
fortwo hours, along with Garry Lincoln. He had a special guest 
sing with him to thesong"BigGreenTractor."Thespecial guest 
was his little Beau Ireland, who is seven years old. Beau is a big 
partofBransen'slife.Beauisstartingtogetinterestedintosinging 
alongthesideofhisbrother/Themoreexperiencelgetfromthis 
willopenmoredoorsformylittlebrother.Heisgettingafirsthand 
look on what could happen to him," says Bransen. 
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Bransen has been singing his whole life. He was involved in choir until he went to high school. He never 
startedplayingtheguitaruntiltheendofhisfreshmanyear,whichwasMayof2009.BeforehecametoAvilaheplayed 
footballatOttawawherehegotintroducedtoguitarplaying.'TherewasaguylwenttoschoolwithatOttawathat 
played the guitar and he got me into wanting to attempt to play the guitar," says Bransen. 

Bransen writesall of his songsfrom past experi- 
encesorfromsomeoneorsomethingthathasinspired 
him.Hewroteasongnamed"WayTooFast"aboutaguy 
hewenttohighschoolwiththatdiedinacaraccident.AII 
of his songs mean a lot to him and they tell a story. Matt 
Decker, afreshman, says, "Bransen'ssongsatthes****be- 
causetheyfit himandhetellsastory in them." His roommate from last 
year,TreySwagger,asophomore,hasheardhimfromthebeginning.He 
says/Tmgladhehasgottenbetterbecausewhenhefirststartedplaying 
hesucked,butnowhe'stheman."So,throughallofBransen'spracticing 
and hard work it is starting to pay off. 

Bransenisnowperforminginfrontoflargercrowdsandgettinga 
lotmorepublicitythanhewasbefore.ShawnaWestphalsays, "Bransen 
isgoingtobecomesuperrichandfamouswithhismusic!"Hewillbeper- 
formingatthePowerand Light DistrictonsomeThursdayandSunday 
nights, which will helpgethisnameouttofans. Hewillalsobeplaying 
in Springfield and atWild Billsagain. With all of his upcoming live per- 
formances, hewillbespendinga lot of time practicing. Hewillalsobe 
gettingreadytoperforminashowcaseinNashvillethissummer.Amelia 
Aubuchon,afreshman,says,"Bransenwillbesuccessfulinhisfuturebe- 
causeheisagoodentertainerandveryenjoyabletowatch/'lfyouwould 
liketocheckoutmoreaboutBransenandlistentohismusicgotowww. 
youtube.com/user/BransenlrelandMusic. 




Avila Junior, Jake Zinn, isdefinitely one 
of a kind in more ways than one. Jake will beone 
of only a few seniors on the Avila Football Team 
for the 201 0 season, playi ng the position of kick- 
er.ThroughouttheschoolyearJakehasdevoted 
hoursuponhourstothefootballteam, constantly 
improving his skills. 
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Jakeisdedicatedanddevotedtohisschoolwork.Heis 
majoringinbusinesswithandminorinpublicrelations.Hewould 
liketoeventuallyfindajobinthemusicindustryaftergraduation. 
HisdreamwouldbetomovetoLosAnglesorNashvilletokickoff 
hiscareer.Rightnow,heisastepintherightdirectiontowardhis 
careerdreamintwoways,asbeingthemanagerandrepresenta- 
tivefor Branson Irelandandworkingfora radiostation in Kansas 
City. 

Jakeistherepresentativefor Branson Ireland, an Avila 
studentwhorecentlystartedsingingandperforming.Hecoordi- 
nates Branson's appearances, shows and day-to-day life. 

lfyoueverlistentoTheAlternative96.5theBuzzinthe 
morningyouwillmostlikelyhearJakesvoice.Heisthemorning 
showproducerforAfentra'sBigFatMorningBuzz.Hereallyenjoys 
bothofthesejobs, because "itdoesn't really seem likework.Ev- 
ery day is fun and I get to meet so many cool people," Zinn says 
Although, hehassethighstandardsforhimselfupongraduation, 
heunderstandsthatdreamsdon'talwaysgoasplanned.lfJakeis 
unabletomakehisbigentranceintothemusicworldrightafter 
graduation hewouldliketocontinuehiseducation by perusing 
amaster'sdegreeinrecordingarts.EventhoughJakestaysbusy 
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majorityofthetimewithschoolandworkhealwayshasa positive 
attitude and outlook on life and her never fails to crack a joke. 

Hehasquitethesarcasticsenseofhumor.Whenlasked 
foraquotethathefollowsinlifeheresponded"Pimpin'ainteasy!" 
Aftertakingonallofhisresponsibilitiesduringtheweek,inJake's 
free time he enjoys doing anything that involves music or art. 

Helovesgoingtoconcertsandhisjobat96.5theBuzz 
allows him toattend several ayear.JakeisoriginallyfromPleas- 
antHill, Missouri so, heissomewhatfamiliarwiththeKansasCity 
area,butlovesexploringandfindingnewhotspots.Goingoutwith 
friends, watching sports(especiallytheLALakers)andtraveling 
are just a few of Jakes favorite things. 

Jake is one of the hardest working, well rounded, and accom- 
plishedcollegestudentsaroundwithbigdreamsandtakingallthe 
right steps to reach them. 
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Bruce Inwards is the Director of International student 
servicesat Avila University. Hetakeson thetaskof receiving inter- 
nationalstudentsfromallovertheworldandprovidingthemwith 
astableenvironmentsotheymaybesuccessfulattheiruniversity. 
Manyforeignstudents,whotravelabroad,findthemselvesinsitu- 
ationsofisolationandfeelingsofbeing homesick. Mr. Inwardsad- 
dressestheseissuesalongwithstructuringeventsthatallowforeign 
studentsnewculturalexploration.Astheworldbecomesglobalized, 
so to must the people in order to maintain a peaceful world. 

In college, Mr. Inwards majored ineducationand teach- 
ingEnglishasasecondlanguage.Thismajorprovidedhimwiththe 
necessarytoolsneededtobeginhisinterestinteachingnotonlyna- 
tive,butalsoforeignstudents.Oncehebeganseeinghisgoaltohave 
a moreenriched multicultural sense within himself, did he begin 
travelingtheworld.ltwouldbethisgoalwhichsparkedhisoverall 
primarygoalswhichwouldimprovetheexperienceinschoolwith 
internationalstudentsandgiveAmericanstudentsanopportunity 
to know the many different cultures. 

From the majority of students in America whogotocol- 
lege,it'ssomewhatraretofindoneswhowishtodevotethemselves 
toaninternationalgoal.Moststudentsareveryhomeorientedand 
whilemaytraveloutsidetheirhomecountry;ultimatelywishtostay 
inAmerica.ForBrucelnwards,hefitinthisrarecategoryashemade 
ithisgoaltobecomeaninternationalstudent.Notonlytravelingto 
othercountries,butlearningaboutthemandlivingandworkingin 
these foreign countries also. 



Mr.lnwardstraveledtofiftythreecountriesinhisentirelife. 
Thisgavehimamasterfulunderstandingtothefactthatthereexistdif- 
ferentpointsofviewsandwaysofthinking.Thisisalessonhewouldlike 
tobringtoAmericanstudents.Mr.lnwardsalsotaughtinforeignuni- 
versitiessuch as Harbin Normal UniversityinChinaaswellasteaching 
in Israel.Today heworksat Johnson CountyCommunityCollege, the 
University of Missouri KansasCity, and has been at Avila Universityfor 
twentyyears.ThroughtheseexperiencesMr.lnwardshasfoundhismost 
difficultstrugglestobelongflightsandrecruitingtrips.Nevertheless,ln- 
wardshasfacedthesestrugglesandcontinuestofurtherhislifegoals. 

Mr.lnwardsbelievesthatthroughculturalexplo- 
rationinlanguage,travelorjustbecomingfriendswithforeignersmay 
provideanindividualwithadifferentperspectiveonlifethentheirown. 
It also introduces the individual to different ways of thinking and life- 
styles.Thisknowledgeisveryimportantintheworldtodayasitbecomes 
globallyaffectedduetoconnectionsthroughtechnology, travel, business 
andmostotheraspectsoflife.Forforeignstudentsalike,heaimstoim- 
provetheEnglishasasecondlanguagecoursetogiveforeignstudents 
thesameexperienceofcrossculturallearning.Byenhancingthequality 




ofthiscourse,Mr.lnwardswillbesuccessfullybuildingculturalbridges 
that have long since divided the entire world. 

Besidesallthetravelandculturalexperience,Mr.lnwards 
wishestoretirein America. Hesaysthisiswherehisfamilyisandthis 
is after all his home country. The taskthat Mr. Inwards is taking on 
isonethat must bemaintained. Even though heisjustoneperson, 
heisdoingalotforhiscause.Therearealsomanyotherpeoplefrom 
around theworld who haveaninterestin exploring theculturesof 
otherpeople.lnmanywaystheknowingofothersmayincreasethe 
understandingamongstnations.Thesemisunderstandingshave 
beenwhathaslefttheworldinshambles.Throughunderstanding, 
individualsmaylearntoworktogetherinsteadofagainsteachother. 
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Dr. Sue Ellen McCalley, born in Richmond, Missouri on May 
5, 1 952 is an education professor here at Avila. She has been 
here for the last seventeen years, but she never intended on 
staying this long. She came to Avila after being injured by a 
studentsheworked with. Sheonly planned tobeherefortwo 
tothreeyears,butshefellin lovewiththeUniversityandthe 
peopletherewithin.Dr.McCalleyhadeveryintentionofgoing 
backtotheclassroomwithheryoungstudentsaftersheworked 
hereforthosefewyears.But,asfatewouldhaveit,shestayed 
and has had a great impact on so many of her students. 

Dr. McCalley grew up in the small town of Richmond, Mis- 
souri, whereeveryonekneweveryoneandsheandhersiblings 
were"raised by a village, "asthesaying goes. She hastwosis- 
tersand one brotherand loving, intelligent parents. She be- 
gan teaching attheageof22aftergraduating with her B.S. in 
Elementary Education from Northwest University. She then 
went on to gain her Masters Degree from UMKC in Special 
Education and Learning Disabilities. Finally, she attended 
University of Kansas to obtain her Ph.D. in Emotional Distur- 
bance, Counselling Psychology, Educational Psychologyand 
Research.AlongwithherlonglistofUniversitiesattended,she 
alsohasalonglistofteachingexperience.Shetaughtpreschool 
foronesemester, followed bysecondgradeforonesemester, 
and then shetaughtfirstthrough third gradeforsevenyears 
at Grace Episcopal Day School in Alexandria, Virginia. After 



that, she moved on to a Residential Treatment Center where 
shetaughtsecondthroughsixthgradeforanothersevenyears. 
Next, she moved onto UMKCGraduate School of Special Ed- 
ucationwhereshetaughtfortwoyears,andthenshecamehere, 
to Avila, and has been here for the past seventeen years. 

Dr. McCalley has overcome many difficulties in her life and 
career. Her most recently known feat would be overcoming 
thesudden,unexpecteddeathofherbelovedhusband, Chuck. 
Shetookonlyashorttimetomourn,andshehasbouncedback 
amazinglyfromherloss.Shecamebacktoherclassroomand 
wentbacktoteachingherstudentsthesameasshealwayshas; 
sheisatrulyamazingwomanandit'snowondersheisagreat 
role model for so many people. 

Anyone who has had Dr. McCalley as a professor knows her 
sometimessillycatchphrasesandherother-worldlyabilityto 
make teaching anything, and everything, fun. Dr. McCalley, 
herself, admits that in class, she overuses "Are you with me? 
Doyouunderstand?"Shealsostatesthatshetends"tospeakin 
superlatives, even when unnecessary." 

When confronted with questionsfrom the ProustQuestion- 
naire, she had many wonderful answers. Forexample, when 
askedtonamealivingpersonwhomshedespisesmost,shean- 
sweredwith"anyonethatharmschildrenoranimals."Another 



Proustquestionshewasaskedwas,"whatisatalentyouwould 
liketohave?"Sheanswered,"lusedtobeafairlyaccomplished 
pianist (I could play all of Beethoven's Sonatas). After start- 
ing workhereat Avila, I haven't had the time to practice that I 
needtokeepmytechnique.lwouldlovetorestorethattalent." 
When asked what herfavorite word is, Dr. McCalley laughed 
and explained that she loves words; that there are so many 
words thatarejustfun to say "like bioflavonoid, "but shesays 
thatherfavoriteword would havetobe"compassion."Finally, 
hergreatestfear, shesays, "is todie before I'm ready, which is 
different from dying unprepared.".... 



Log onto www.thetalon-online.com forthe rest ofthe 
story, exculsivephotos,andwatchanexclusivevideoon 
talon.tv 
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Onethingmanypeopledon'tknowaboutDebbieThorn- 
ton, assistant to the dean, is that she collects cookie jars. She has 
nearly ninetycookiejars,someondisplaythroughoutherhomein 
thekitchen,andmanyinhercraftroom.Wheninneedofanescape 
fromthechaosandstressofdailylife,Debbiestepsfootintothismini 
havenofhers. She usescraftingasa pick-me-up, as well asa way to 
earn a little extra money on the side. 

Asaresidentoncampus,itisdifficulttopasstoomuchtime 
atAvilaUniversitywithoutsteppingintotheStudentLifeofficeinthe 
Marian Centre to seea tall deskthat nearly hides theglowing smile 
behind it. DebbieThornton, affectionately knownasMs. Debbie, is 
nothing short ofa "second mom"on campus. "From thefirsttime I 
seeyouasafreshmantothetimeyougraduate,lwatchthetransition. 
lloveit.Collegecaneithermakeorbreakastudent,andninetimesout 
often, whentheygraduate,theyknowexactlywhattheywanttodo." 

Debbie'spassionisinscrapbooking:tellingastorywith 
pictures. Hergoal is"tobeabletoarchivepictureswheregenera- 
tionsforeverwillbeabletoenjoythem ratherthan lookatthem 
through boxes." Debbiehastaughtmanystudentshowtoscrap- 
book."llovetodoitbecausellovetoshowoffthepicture.That'sthe 
firstthinglteach.lmakesurethatthepictureisthemostimportant 
thingonthatpage.'Themostimportantelementofscrapbookingis 
totellastory.Debbiemadeascrapbookforhersisterthroughoutan 
extendedstayinthehospitalandherstruggletoregainherhealth. 
Nowthescrapbooksitsondisplayonthecoffeetableinhersister's 



homeforalltosee."llikeitwhenpeoplegetexcited:theygettosee 
theirpicturesinawholenewvenue/'Debbiesayspeoplehaveno 
idea that their pictures could look so great. 

While Ms. Debbie loves to embellish the lives of her loved 
onesinbooksthatshespendsmonthscreating,shehasquitethestoryof 
herown.Ms.Debbiemarriedherhusbandattheripeageof18.Shemet 
Bobonatripledate,andalthoughshewasalittlewaryofhisage,shecon- 
vincedherparentsthatthis24-year-oldgentlemanwasonly19.ltwasnot 
untilafishingtripwithherfatherthatBobconfessedhisage.Debbiewas 



grounded, butwasstillallowedtodateBob,ashewassuchagentleman. 

Thornton had no idea she would end up working in an 
educationenvironment.Debbiewenttoschoolformedicalbilling, 
whichisexactlywhatshedidforthebeginningofhercareer.Howev- 
er,shetookadislikingtoherjobwhenmedicalinsurancecompanies 
begantotakemorecontrol.Debbietookabreaktobecomealetter 
carrierforsevenyears.Althoughshelovedeverythingabouthernew 
job(besidesacoupledogattacks),Debbiehadtoreturntomedical 
billingduetoissueswithherknees.Shefoundthatshehatedhowthe 
governmentandmedicalinsurancecompanieshadtakencontrol,so 
she decided to go in a different direction. 

Afteraninitialinterviewoverthephone, DebbieThornton 
steppedfootintoAvila'sBarefootroom.Herexpectationsweresoon 
shattered whenshewasinformedthat"theothers"wouldsoonar- 
rive.Thorntonexpectednothingmorethanaone-on-oneinterview, 
whichturnedintoaninterviewbynearlytheentireadministrative 
board.Thorntonhadnotimetopanic.''lthought:l'lleitherdoreally 
poorly, orreallywell."Witharound60applicantsforthejob,andonly 
ahandfulinterviewed,DebbieThorntonwasaperfectfitforthejob. 

Debbiehaslearnedsomuchthroughoutherfiveyearsspent 
atAvila.Shehasseenstudentsgrowfromthefirsttimetheystepon 
campusandhugtheirparentsgood-bye,tothetimetheywalkacross 
thestageatgraduation.Witnessingthatgrowthisherfavoritepartof 
herjob.Debbieenjoysspendingtimewiththestudents."Onetime," 
shesays/'someofthestudentschallengedmetoapingpongtourna- 
ment.Thinkingthreeorfourwouldshowup,lboughtfivepizzasand 
soda, thinking I'd haveso much leftover. Somehowthetheatregot 
windofit,and herecomeseverybody. I played ping pongtill Icould 
nolongerplayanymore,itwassomuchfun."Debbielovesitwhen 
studentsinviteherintotheirlives.Forher, it isan invitation tocome 
witness a part of your story, which is an honor in her eyes. 
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Oneofthemoststressfulandoverwhelmi 
to do in life is start a new school. A school where you may 
knowveryfewpeopleor notone person, butwithgoalsand 
ambitionsinlifepeopledothistoguidethemselvestoabetter 
future.AbetterfutureatAvilaUniversityaschoolthatworks 
throughthecommunityandallowsstudentsanopportunity 
to makea difference in the world. With this being said meet 
Sarah Boonea transfer student thisyearthat knows hardly 
anyoneand is morethan willing to makea difference in the 
world.SarahBoonestartedherAvilajourneyafterattending 
RockhurstUniversityatwhichshesaidwasagreatdecision; 
she said " if I hadn'tofleft I wouldn't receivetheeducation I 
needforthedegreervedreamtofmywholelife".Thisdream 
Sarah haswantedistobecomean elementary teacherand 
shefeels like Avila Universitygivesthebestopportunityfor 
a successful career in elementary education. 

Sarah Boone has grown up in the Kansas City area 
went to Our Lady of Peace grade school, and Archbishop 
O'Hara high school. She has always been outgoing making 
friends has never been a difficultthingforherto achieve. She 
hasalwaystriednewthingsevengolfatwhichsheenjoyed,but 
needlesstosaynotherbestsport.Shespentmostofherworking 
daysasalifeguardatGrandviewpool;swimmingisoneofher 
favoriteactivities.Shehasalwaysenjoyed reading booksand 
spendingtimewithfriendsincludinglittleanimalspreferably 
puppies.Sarahisthepersonwhogoesalloutespeciallyatroyals 
gameswherespottingherisn'thard.SarahBoonehasalwaysen- 
joyedmeetingnewpeopleandassoonasshecametoAvilallni- 
versitydecideditwouldbebesttojoinCampusMinistrywhich 
reaches out to everyone of all faiths to build unity within the 




Boone 



Avilacommunity.SarahBoonementioned"CampusMinistry 
wasagooddecisioninmeetingnewpeopleatanewschooland 
alsoawaytogetto understand Avila University a little more". 

Walkingaroundoutinthenewlywarmsuntalkingaboutlife 

shebegantoexplainwhatlifeisallaboutforher.Sheexplainedevery- 

thingasifitwaspoetrytoheranditcameoutsoeasy/'lamthegirlwho 

enjoysdivingoffdiffswithmybestfriendsandalwaysscreams/'Lets 



doitagain!"lamthegirlwhohasbadhairdays,saysthewrongthings, 
andrunsintodoorsonadailybasis;butstilllaughsmywaythrough 
theday.lamthegirlwhoisgladtohaveathousandflawsbecauseper- 
fectionjustdoesn'tseemtobeexcitingenough.lamthegirlwhohas 
big dreams, high standards, &a list of things I'd like to accomplish. I 
amthegirlwhowantstodancetilllgrowweak,singtillllosemyvoice 
andlovelikelcannevergethurt.lwanttotakechances,becomevul- 
nerable,andlivelikeit'smylastday.lwanttofeelpain,theadrenaline, 
andhaveneartodeathexperienceseverydayjusttoknowthatl'mstill 
alive.lwanttotestmylimits,breaktheboundaries,andseetheworld 
outsidethebox.lwanttospendmywakinghoursmakingmydaysas 
randomandspontaneousaslcanwithoutanysignofaroutine.lwant 
theworldtostartlookingpasttheimperfectionsandappreciatingthe 
beautifulthingsinlifethatarenormallyleftunnoticed.lwanttobring 
asmiletoyourface,evenifit'sjustforasecond.lwanttobeabletobe 
young, makemistakes,andbeabletolaughatthemafterwards.lwant 
tomeeteveryone,knowinglcanlearnsomethingfromeachandevery 
oneofthem.lwantmyfriendsandfamilytoknowthattheirhappiness 
ismynumberonepriorityandthattheycancometomeforanything. 
Butmostimportantly,duringthoselastsecondsbeforeldielwantto 
knowllivedforsomethingorsomeone.'ThisisSarah'sPoetrywhat 
shefeelssocompassionateabout.Nexttimeawhilewalkingaround 
Avila University if running into Sarah Booneyou'll be surprised that 
she'll always say hello even if she doesn't know you. 
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